DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
pendent Czech Prince, and I will pay you yearly 120 oxen and
300 talents of silver'. This tribute was, indeed, paid for centuries.
For Prince Wenceslas, as for the Czechs in 1938, there were two
possibilities: war or peace. He made peace. He was killed a few
years afterwards by Czech patriots — by his own brother, for that
matter.
Prince Wenceslas surrendered the liberties of the free Czech
nation as the lesser of two evils, and with the thought in his mind,
cOne day the nation may become free again; if I do not make
peace now, it may perish altogether'.
Dr. Emil Hacha, before he drove up the hill, was presented by
the Cardinal-Archbishop of Prague, on the steps of Parliament,
with the skull of that Wenceslas, which he kissed. A symbolic
gesture, meaning, el herewith absorb the wisdom and inherit the
tradition of Wenceslas5.
But after that submission an interminable quarrel began between
Germans and Czechs about the measure of that 'Czech inde-
pendence' which had been guaranteed. Guarantees, in 93*8 as in
1938, were things as difficult to hold fast as a soaped eel. The1
Czech seditionists (do you know this word, it is often used by
Anglo-Indian colonels about Indians?) always had their own ideas
about the way to govern their country and about foreign policy.
The successors of Wenceslas made alliances with Poland and
Hungary — cthe barrier against the German drive to the east'.
However, the Czechs asserted themselves, and by 1212 the
Princes of Bohemia were Kings of Bohemia and by 1348 the King
of Bohemia was Holy Roman Emperor and ruled over the Germans
from Prague. In Prague, indeed, was the Central Chancery of the
German Empire, and from it the development of the modern
German language began. Here Martin Luther found his inspira-
tion for the translation into German of the Bible. Perhaps this is
what the Germans mean when they say that Prague is a German
city. Charles IV was Kaiser of the Holy Roman Empire, and his
son Wenceslas IV — your Good King Wenceslas — was also
Kaiser.
Then for a time the Czech kings were completely independent of
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